
 
Breakout Session Descriptions 

 
Academic Conversations 
Presenter:  Christine Mitcheltree, CSIU 
Session III 
An excellent teacher uses questions to challenge students cognitively and advance high level thinking and 
conversations.  For this to occur in direct instruction and collaborative settings, students must be taught to form 
questions, initiate topics, and ensure all voices are heard in discussions. This workshop will discuss techniques 
from the book Academic Conversations (Zwiers & Crawford) and strategies using Depth of Knowledge (DOKs) 
questions for 1st-12th grade classes. 
 
Crank Up your Projects and Redefine with iPads 
Presenter:  Jodi Houseknecht, Millville Area SD 
Session III 
Real Project ideas for iPads which Redefine Classroom Learning.  Educators will be able to inspire and motivate 
teachers to think outside the box of traditional teaching, give many ideas of potential projects and list apps great for 
projects. 
 
Creating a Building Action Plan Using Data – (Leadership Pathway Session) 
Presenters:  Brian Ulmer and Dr. Cathy Keegan, Milton Area SD 
Session III 
The presentation will review the 3-year plan developed for the high school that was used to increase performance 
based on staff input, data available and systems tools. 
 
Design and Implementation of System-wide Digital Learning Programs – (Leadership Pathway Session) 
Presenter:  Dr. Chris Harrington, Institute for Teaching and Leading 
Session II 
This session will uncover the "why" to shift to school-wide digital teaching and learning. Learners will engage in a 
detailed explanation of essential conditions needed to successfully implement a digital learning program, discuss 
the elements of policies/procedures, professional development, finances, staffing, technology, facilities 
administrative paradigms and teacher supports needed and examine successful implementation models for digital 
learning. This session is geared toward teacher leaders, coaches and building/district leaders. 
 
Determining "Readiness" for a System-wide Approach to Digital Teaching and Learning – (Leadership 
Pathway Session) 
Presenter:  Dr. Chris Harrington, Institute for Teaching and Leading 
Session I 
How do you know if your school is ready for a school-wide approach to digital learning? In this session, you will 
determine "where you want to go" with digital learning, identify critical elements of effective digital learning 
programs, learn about tools available to help schools determine their readiness, and get a sneak peek at next steps 
after "readiness" is determined. This session is geared toward teacher leaders, coaches and building/district leaders. 
 
Engaging Students Through Discovery Education 
Presenter:  Jamie Raski, Central Columbia SD 
Session II 
The program Discovery Education will be presented and many unknown features that Discovery Education will be 
explored.  
 



 
Engaging Students with Nearpod 
Presenter:  Brenda Brewer, Central Columbia SD 
Session III 
Presentation will introduce Nearpod software/app as a classroom instructional tool. Specific instruction will be 
given on how Nearpod software/app can be used to engage students throughout a lesson and provide instant 
feedback, checking for understanding, and formative evaluations throughout.  
 
Green Screens in School 
Presenter:  Liz Brobst and Liz Snow, Warrior Run SD 
Session III 
If you've ever watched the weather segment on your local news, you've experienced green screen technology. 
While it isn't exactly brand new, it is still exciting! This workshop will teach you what green screening is, how to 
use it, and examples/ideas for incorporating it into your classroom/content. 
 
How Seesaw Can Tell the Story of Student Growth 
Presenter:  Tanya Dynda, CSIU 
Session III 
Students can be accountable for their own learning and Seesaw makes it possible. Participants will discover how 
they can use this free tool with students as an ePortfolio for documenting their journey of learning and growth and 
developing student agency. 
 
Hybrid Learning: Preparing 21st Century Learners 
Presenter:  Dellicker Strategies 
Session II 
Building independent, self-motivated learners that can work cooperatively with others is a goal for all 21st century 
learners. The hybrid learning three-station rotation model is an instructional strategy that uses direct instruction, 
personalized independent learning, and cooperative skills to accomplish tasks within a group while infusing 
technology skills in all three stations. In this session participants, will have a general knowledge about the hybrid 
learning three station rotation model, receive information on the resources that support this model, and will be 
aware of the impact it is having on schools. 
 
Integrating Technology in the Classroom 
Presenter:  Daniel Yarnell, Central Columbia SD 
Session I & II 
This presentation is designed for teachers looking for new technologies to use in their classroom to improve their 
students understanding. During the presentation, we will explore several iPad apps and programs that make 
collaboration and evaluation more efficient within the classroom. 
 
Learn How to Create (& Play) a Digital Breakout! 
Presenter:  Sue Van Kirk, Milton Area SD 
Session I 
Breakout EDU has been sweeping the education nation! If you're unfamiliar with this fascinating educational tool, 
visit www.breakoutedu.com. They're similar to the Escape Rooms that have also become very popular - where 
you're locked in a room, and have to figure out puzzles/riddles in order to escape within the time period provided. 
Digital Breakouts are the next step in this amazing learning tool's evolution. Students log into a teacher-designed 
breakout, where they'll read a "scenario that needs solved". Using clues provided on the webpage, students come 
up with answers - typically word puzzles, number puzzles, directional puzzles, and more. Working independently 
or collaboratively, students will build critical and creative thinking skills on any topic you can imagine! 
 



 
Learn How to Play in the STREAM! 
Presenter:  Sue Van Kirk, Milton Area SD 
Session II 
This session will help participants gain a better understanding of STREAM. It has been proven that infusing 
STREAM tools into lessons enables students to become more engaged in their learning, developing a deeper 
understanding of the material being taught. Which, in turn, will result in increased student achievement and school 
success! The first half of the session will be used to demonstrate the STREAM devices and share lesson ideas with 
participants. The second half of the session will enable attendees to get some hands-on time with the STREAM 
devices.  
 
Make It Work 
Presenters:  Cathy Grow and Julie Petrin, Warrior Run SD 
Session I 
This session will focus on the employability of all students, regardless of the severtity of their disability, and the 
process that is taken to successfully transition students into their adult lives. The presenters will discuss two aspects 
from the school district's comprehensive transition program called Warrior Run Internship Network (WIN), 
including the inception of Defenders' Café, as well as Warrior Run's Career Readiness Program.  
 
Make Your Classroom a Google Classroom 
Presenter:  Michael Espinosa, Lewisburg Area SD 
Session II 
Do you want all of your classroom lessons, resources, and activities located in one digital space? See how creating 
a Google Classroom can allow you to spend less time at the copy machine and spend more time interacting with 
your students in meaningful ways. Make the most of your district's 1:1 computer initiative or get valuable learning 
experiences from your sessions with the computer cart by using Google Classroom. It is recommended that you 
have some Google apps experience if attending this breakout session.  
 
Nearpod: A General How To 
Presenter:  Rob Wallis, Muncy SD 
Session I 
Nearpod is a content delivery system that has its roots in PowerPoint, but can do so very much more! 
In this session you will be able to describe Nearpod and its features, identify a lesson where you can implement 
Nearpod, and find other useful web related content that can be used in your classroom. 
 
New to Google Apps 
Presenter:  Michael Espinosa, Lewisburg Area SD 
Session I 
How are schools using Google Docs? What are the other main Google Apps that classrooms are using? How do I 
being to learn about and use these? If you are new to Google or need a refresher and a chance to share ideas, join 
us in this session to cover the basics you will need to incorporate Google Docs, Forms and Sheets into your 
lessons. 
 
Padlet: One of the Best All Around Tools for Technology in the Classroom 
Presenter:  Jamie Raski, Central Columbia SD 
Session I 
The free app, Padlet, will be introduced and details on the app will be presented. Suggestions on how to use Padlet 
in the classroom will be provided as well as help creating a Padlet of your own.  
 



 
Stress-Free Project Based Technology Ideas  
Presenter:  Lance Miller, Central Columbia SD 
Session I 
We'll present a variety of technology projects that have been done in Social Studies classes but can work across all 
grades and disciplines. Not only will there be some classroom ideas provided, but all participants are encouraged to 
bring their own suggestions for a "give & take" seminar feel. Students will also be present to share their skills and 
testimony (as proof of how successful some of these lessons can be implemented). This is a "must attend" for those 
of us who want to implement some relevant technology in our classrooms without sacrificing our pacing guides 
and content! Just as a technological note: the presenters are from schools that have a 1:1 policy in which every 
student is equipped with an ipad, but obviously some of the content & discussion could be used across many 
different mediums of technology. 
 
Upgrade Your Lessons 
Presenter:  Jestine Myers, Millville Area SD 
Session I & III 
Are you interested in seeing how to "Upgrade Your Lessons" to increase student engagement, interest, and 
learning? Would you like help in upgrading a lesson? If you said yes, this is the place for you! First, we will briefly 
review some keys to keep in mind when upgrading lessons, and then we will work together to upgrade a lesson to 
utilize available technology, include authentic tasks, and simulate real-world tie-ins or extended audiences. This 
session is applicable to teachers in elementary, junior, or senior high in all content areas. Please bring an idea of a 
lesson or objective you would like to upgrade! 
 
Using Digital Tools to Engage and Formatively Assess Student Learning 
Presenter:  Abbey Flick, Central Columbia SD 
Session II 
While the importance of formative assessment in the classroom is not a new concept, the emergence and continual 
evolution of technology tools offer us opportunities to continually reinvent our approach. Explore various digital 
tools that engage students, while providing opportunities to continually collect information that can be utilized to 
inform decision-making and instruction, as well as provide individualized student feedback.  
 
Using Symbaloo to Organize, Store and Share Digital Resources 
Presenter:  Abbey Flick, Central Columbia SD 
Session III 
Feeling overwhelmed trying to manage all of your digital resources? Need an easier way to share frequently used 
resources with students and colleagues? Looking for a new digital tool for your classroom? Symbaloo, a visual 
bookmarking tool, may be just the way to help you curate your content and share the "best of the web" with others.  
 
Using the OneNote Class Notebook 
Presenters:  Bridget Mathias and Kaitlyn Thursby, Central Columbia SD 
Session II & III 
The OneNote Class Notebook is an Office 365 application that allows the teacher to create a digital framework to 
create lessons, deliver content, distribute tests and quizzes while providing an individual and collaborative 
workspaces for students. This digital workspace enables students to and teachers to exchange work and feedback 
automatically virtually anytime and anywhere.  
 
 
 
 
 



 
Utilizing Technology to Enhance School Counseling Delivery 
Presenter:  Alice Justice, Central Columbia SD 
Session III 
I will demonstrate a variety of strategies I utilize to facilitate delivery of Personal/Social, Academic and Career 
Standards in Middle School Guidance. 
 
Virtual Reality in School 
Presenter:  Liz Brobst, Warrior Run SD 
Session II 
Virtual reality can take your students anywhere! Field trips enhance classroom content, but often present logistical 
challenges. Virtual reality can change that! Explore virtual field trip opportunities through Google Expeditions -- 
your students can visit space, oceans, job sites, and more! 
 
Voices Beyond Your Walls: Digital Storytelling from the Classroom 
Presenter:  Tanya Dynda, CSIU 
Session I 
Bring the power of digital storytelling into your classroom! Educators are invited to learn the basics of teaching 
reflective digital stories to support lifelong learning within a standards-based curriculum. Give your students the 
chance to tell their story digitally! 
 
Writing for Success 
Presenters:  Jessica Clark and Bethany Acker, Lewisburg Area SD 
Session II 
This presentation is for any teacher or district who wanting to improve student writing. Not only will teachers be 
given an easy way to teach higher-level writing, but also this method can be implemented across the curriculum for 
uniform expectations. Students will improve writing –raising standardized testing scores and will be able to give 
more substantive responses for teachers to adequately assess learning and mastery of material. 
 
 


